
SAFETY BELT USAGE IN FLORIDA 

• 	 1,795 people were killed in vehicles equipped 
with safety belts.

• 	 60% (1,085) of those killed were not wearing 
safety belts.

• 	 68% (54 of 79) of the children ages 0 to 17 years 
old killed were not using safety equipment.

SAFETY BELT USAGE BY DRIVERS

• 	 304 drivers not wearing their safety belts were 
killed in traffic crashes.  

• 	 6,700 drivers not wearing their safety belts were 
injured in traffic crashes. 

• 	 17,106 drivers involved in traffic crashes were 
not wearing their safety belts. 

DAY AND TIME OF CRASHES

• 	 Friday, during the 5 p.m. hour, had the highest 
number of all types of crashes (3,038). 

•	 Saturday, during the 2 a.m. hour, had the highest 
number of fatal crashes (41). 

•	 Sunday, during the 2 a.m. hour, was second with 
38 fatal crashes.
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Safety belt usage statewide averages: 	
2004              	 76.3%
2005              	 73.9%
2006              	 80.7%
2007              	 79.1%
2008		  81.7%
2009		  85.2%			 

Safety belt usage in 12 survey counties:
			   2008	 2009
Leon          	 82.0% 	 80.6%
Duval                  	 81.3% 	 79.5%
Marion   	 82.7%	 85.2%
Pinellas         	 79.1% 	 85.7%
Hillsborough       	 78.6% 	 87.3%
Orange            	 81.3% 	 84.3%
Polk           	 73.0% 	 86.4%
Collier         	 92.0% 	 91.0%
Broward  	 81.1% 	 87.0%
Lee         	 91.4% 	 90.4%
Palm Beach 	 83.0% 	 87.6% 
Miami Dade        	 79.6% 	 87.1%

Safety belt usage by gender:
			   2008	  2009

Female  		  86.6% 	 89.3%
Male      		  78.1%	 83.9%

Safety belt usage by gender:
			   2008	  2009

White  		  85.8% 	 88.1%
Hispanic     		  80.7%	 86.6% 
Black  		  70.5% 	 79.3%
Other      		  88.8%	 88.7%

Safety belt usage by vehicle type:
			   2008	  2009

Van    	 86.0% 	 89.3%
SUV    	 85.1% 	 88.6%
Car      	 82.0% 	 86.7%
Pickup 	 74.6% 	 79.8%
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